Posted: November 13, 2015

Letter from the Mayor:
King Soopers Groundbreaking Ceremony

Thank you everyone for coming out today and welcome to the King Soopers at Vista Ridge Marketplace groundbreaking!

First, | want to thank our residents for your patience as you’ve waited these past several years while the Town has been
hard at work to bring King Soopers to Erie. Not only have you waited for additional local shopping opportunities —
you’ve waited for the opportunity to have your hard earned dollars go back directly into our local economy. The
annually renewable sales tax revenues generated by this King Soopers Marketplace will go a long way towards
diversifying our economy.

| want to thank Mayor Pro Tem Mark Gruber. Every step of the way as we have moved towards this day — Mark has
been there for Erie. Mark is a vocal advocate of Erie’s proactive economic development efforts focused on bringing
retail within our borders. In fact, Mark has represented the Town for the last four RECON conventions hosted by the
International Council of Shopping Centers. Participation in these conventions has been key to our successful partnership
with King Soopers. On behalf of the citizens of Erie - Thank You!

| want to thank all members of the Town of Erie staff. This is a big achievement for our community. And it is thanks to
your collective efforts that we are all standing here today.

In particular | would like to recognize three employees Matt Wiederspahn, Development Engineer; Todd Bjerkaas, Senior
Planner and Paula Mehle, Economic Development Coordinator. Each of these individuals demonstrated exceptional
customer service and performance during the King Soopers Marketplace project.

Matt Wiederspahn, Development Engineer: Matt was responsible for reviewing the submittal documents and
engineering reports for the King Soopers Marketplace including water, sewer, storm water drainage, roadways,
geotechnical and traffic reports. Matt demonstrated excellent customer service by providing King Soopers with both
technical and professional support to keep this project moving forward.



Todd Bjerkaas, Senior Planner: Todd was responsible for ensuring land use compliance of the King Soopers commercial
development. He established effective working relationships with the property owner, other agencies and the
developer to assist them through the Town’s planning process.

Paula Mehle, Economic Development Coordinator: Paula served as the lead for this project and acted as Town liaison
with the developers (King Soopers). Paula continues to work with the developer’s brokers to market and attract
appropriate end users — specifically for the pad sites — to promote the success of the Marketplace.

There’s just so much good that’s happening in Erie right now and today’s groundbreaking is just one more example.

Thank you to our partner — King Soopers. Thank you to this Board of Trustees. And thank you again to the citizens of
Erie. Itis an honor to serve as your Mayor.

View the online Mayor’s Page here.



